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Announcements – Jordan 
  
Good morning, and thank you for joining us for the livestream of our worship service.  
We are in the second week of a four-week suspension of in-person worship services.  As 
of now, we are suspended through Sunday, December 13th.  This decision was made in 
response to the request of the governor, who encouraged all churches to follow this 
guidance.  We are regretful for the inconvenience of this action, but we have done this in 
order to do our part in keeping everyone safe and healthy.   

    
 
We have almost reached our goal of collecting 600 boxes of cereal (either the individual 
boxes, bowls, or canisters) for the Backpack Project.  Our goal is to have them collected 
by December 1st.  These boxes can be purchased and turned in to the church and placed in 
the first classroom, next to the Nursery classroom, in the hallway (where the stage is set 
up) or leave in the church office and we will get them to the collection spots.  

    
 
The CWF continues to take orders for their holiday products.  All orders are due today.  
The items may be picked up Saturday, December 5th, between the hours of 10:00 a.m. 
and 12:00 p.m.  The CWF will gather on December 1st to finalize plans for the sale. 

    
 
Although we will not have an Angel Tree set up in the FCC narthex this year, we 
encourage you to adopt an Angel from the Salvation Army.  Children and families in our 
community still need your support.  You may pick up Angel Tree names from Kroger or 
American Rental in Governor's Square. 

    
 
The Salvation Army is in need of volunteers to help with Angel Tree gift packing and 
distribution beginning Thanksgiving week.  If you are interested in volunteering, please 
sign up by emailing me at chrissymhudson1@gmail.com or calling the church office.  I 
will pass the list along to the Salvation Army who will contact volunteers to coordinate 
dates/times/responsibilities. 
        
 
Kid’s Korner – Jordan  
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Call to Worship –	The Lighting of the First Advent Candle – Laine Kephart and 
Ross Webb 
 
Luke 1:5-25 
 
Christmas Carol 
 
Joys and Concerns – Jordan 
 
Please remember the family of Deanie Logan, who passed away last Sunday.  Deanie’s 
funeral was on Friday morning. 
 
Kim Arrington will have hip replacement surgery this week. 
 
Greg Bunten will have knee surgery on December 14th.  
 
Marsha James will soon have heart surgery. 
 
Please keep in your prayers the staff of the Shelby County schools, students, and families. 
 
If you would like a copy of the complete prayer list, copies can be downloaded from the 
church web site. 
       
 
Morning Prayer 
 
Special Music –  
 
Message –  Dave Charlton 
 
Message Title – A Light in the Darkness:  Hope 
 
Scripture Reading – Isaiah 9:2, 6-7and Isaiah 60:1-3 –  
 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 
deep darkness a light has dawned. 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. 
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And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on 
David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 
accomplish this. 
 
1“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 
2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises 
upon you and his glory appears over you. 
3 Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 
Invitation Hymn – Christmas Carol 
 
Offering Meditation – Dave 
 
Today is Consecration Sunday, when we return our pledges for the 2021 church budget.  
In a normal year – remember those? – we would invite the congregation to come to the 
table and place those pledges in a basket on the communion table.  Then we would have 
lunch while we waited to hear the announcement of the total of the pledges.  Well, in this 
anything-but-normal year we have done a lot of improvising, and we continue to do so 
today.  This year, you can mail your pledge to the church office or bring it in person.  But 
the basket is still here, and I will place my family’s pledge in that basket this morning.  
There’s nothing magical or special in putting a pledge card in a basket in the sanctuary, 
but doing so gives us some sense of normal.  You have been so generous and faithful in 
your giving this year.  Thank you.  Thank you so much. 
 
Offering Prayer   
 
Gracious and generous God, as we gather together, in a way that has become far too 
usual for this year, we not only acknowledge your care and provision for us; we also 
return our thanks for what we have received.  And though we say those words so often, 
they are words that continue, and will always continue, to represent the gratitude that 
fills our hearts.  In spite of so much that has changed this year, in spite of all the 
challenges, in spite of all the unease and all the anxiety, in spite of all that weighs so 
heavily upon us, we are grateful.  We are blessed.  And we say “thank you,” today and 
all days.  In the name of Christ we pray, amen. 
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Doxology – played, but no singing 
 
Communion Meditation   
 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was filled with sorrow at the tragic death of his wife in a 
fire in 1861. The Civil War broke out the same year, and it brought additional heartbreak. 
Two years later, Longfellow was again saddened to learn that his own son had been 
seriously wounded in the Army of the Potomac.  Sitting down to his desk, on Christmas 
Day, he heard the church bells ringing. It was in this setting that Longfellow wrote these 
lines: 
 
 I heard the bells on Christmas Day their old familiar carols play, 
And wild and sweet the words repeat of peace on earth, good will to men! 
And thought how, as the day had come, the belfries of all Christendom had rolled along 
The unbroken song, of peace on earth, good will to men! 
Till, ringing, singing on its way, the world revolved from night to day, 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime of peace on earth, good will to men! 
Then from each black, accursed mouth the cannon thundered in the South, 
And with the sound the carols drowned of peace on earth, good will to men! 
It was as if an earthquake rent the hearth-stones of a continent, 
And made forlorn the households born of peace on earth, good will to men! 
And in despair I bowed my head; "There is no peace on earth," I said; 
"For hate is strong and mocks the song of peace on earth, good will to men." 
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep. "God is not dead, nor doth he sleep! 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, with peace on earth, good will to men!" 
 
May the peace of Christ be with you this day, and all days.   
 
Prayer for the bread and cup. 
 
Prayer for the Bread and Cup 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
This we pray in the name of Christ, who taught us to pray,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
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trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  
Amen. 
 
Words of institution – when Jesus met with his disciples for the Last Supper, he took the 
bread and broke it.  As he broke it, he said, “this is my body which is broken for you.  
This do in remembrance of me.” 
And he took the cup also and said, “this cup is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   
 
Benediction  
 
May this eternal truth be always on our hearts, 
That the God who breathed this world into being, 
Who placed stars into the heavens 
And designed a butterfly's wing 
Is the God who entrusted his life 
to the care of ordinary people, 
who became vulnerable that we might know 
how strong is the power of Love 
A mystery so deep it is impossible to grasp 
A mystery so beautiful it is impossible to ignore 
Go in peace, and love and serve the Lord.  Amen. 
       
 
 
 

Arrington, Kim  upcoming hip replacement surgery 

Bailey, Helen  homebound    

Baker, Jeanie  cancer    

Baxter, Johnny   stomach cancer, son of Jessie Baxter 

Beach, James  COVID (Bonnie Beach's father) 
 
Beagle, Susan   Signature Healthcare, Taylorsville 
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Beckley, Greg,  Alzheimer's  
  
Bishop, JoAnn  Alzheimer's, Henrietta Hardin's sister 
  
Bolden, Michael health concerns 
    
Carpenter, Karen liver and lung cancer, friend of Suzi and Bob Roth 
  
Clausen, Rich  beginning radiation treatments, friend of Diann and Al Cook 

Donahue, Barbara   MS 

Donahue, Buddy  cancer  

Farris, Ben    cancer 

Griffith, Linda  health issues        

Harris, Gloria   health, Julie Mulcahy's mother  

Hipple, Mary Dale  recent surgery and recovery 

Howell, Brooks   infant with incurable disease  

    
Hower, Tommy   health 
  
Hudson, Chris  wound on leg 
    
Hundley, LaMar and Valorie   health 
 
Jennings, Harriet   very sore after recent fall 
  
 Lancaster, Grant    heart issues, friend of Vicki and Glen Wright  

Lassley, Laurie     gall bladder cancer, begins treatment Monday 

Leismer, Jim    stroke, brother-in-law of Nancy Kirk 

the family and friends of Deanie Logan 
 
Long, Annie   cancer 
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Loprindi, Kristina   stage 4 ovarian cancer 
  
Lyons, Ida   Crescent Place 
    
Mackens, James   back surgery, son-in-law of Rochelle Phillips 
  
Mattson, Chad   heart attack and stents 
  
McGuire, Thelma  health 
  
Miles, Donna   recovery from surgery 

Minner, Pat  chemo treatments for lung cancer, friend of Diann and Al Cook 
  
Moffatt, Bruce   health issues  
  
Nation, Nellie   Amber Oaks, has been diagnosed with COVID 

Newton, Mary Jo   treatment for breast cancer (Ken Slucher's sister) 
  
Ratliff, George     military 

Roach, Larry  Crescent Place, Linda Griffith's brother 
  
Sanders, Cindy   cancer 
    
Sandy  surgery and treatment for breast cancer, Henrietta Hardin's nephew's significant other 
  
Shaver, Marty    Crescent Place 

Deborah Smith's Aunt Lonja diagnosed with COVID and pneumonia 

Smith, Michelle  upcoming knee replacement surgery  

Smith, Nell   Legacy at English Station  

Smith, Terea   dialysis patient with issues regarding her shunt   

 Summers, Andi  shoulder replacement surgery Tuesday, October 6 
    
Taylor, Nancye   homebound 
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Tindall, Trish  critical but stable condition with COVID and pneumonia 
  
Tipton, Barbara  Crescent Place 

Tom and Nicole   Covid diagnosis  (brother and niece of Joanne Burke)    

Wainscott, Diana   breast cancer, Elizabeth Slucher's sister-in-law 
  
Webb, Devon   seriously injured in car accident 
  
Williams, Jay   juvenile diabetes 
    
Williams, Linda   cancer 

Williams, Pat and Mille    COVID  (relatives of Pam Ashby) 
    
Wright, Tommy  recovering from a severe head injury 
  
Wright, Vickie  broken femur and other health issues 
    
the Diersen Center staff and residents 

SCPS students, staff and faculty  

 
 


